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Fed up with the facts on issues like crime and alcohol 
 being glossed over by the political parties? 

 

Annoyed at council waste on things like the Lord Provost’s 
limousine while others are in real need? 

 

Sick of council cover-ups on this, that and the next thing? 
 

 

Earlier this year a man was killed by a fire in the small tenement block next to my own 
Coldside flat. Last year a fire in my own block may have gotten out of hand but for the actions 
of an early morning passer-by. At around the same time a blaze just round the corner required 
the fire brigade to rescue the occupants of a flat, who required hospital treatment. A few 
weeks previously a knife attack at this location resulted in a five-year prison sentence. 
 
A few months after this a man was shot in the street near my block. At around this time and 
not that far away a pensioner was assaulted in her own home by an intruder. A week later I 
noticed a bloodied youth nearby, presumably assaulted. Various other incidents during those 
few weeks required a heavy police presence, including a drunken half-hour mini-riot involving 
at least a dozen teenagers, not to mention yet another blood-soaked young male. Numerous 
other major crimes have occurred in this small area over the years I’ve lived here, including at 
least two murders and an arson attack which entailed demolishing a whole building. 
 
Prevention is better than cure 
I counted fifteen emergency services vehicles at this year’s fatal fire, and of course in such an 
area you would expect frequent police patrols. Yet in twenty years I have only ever noticed 
police on one foot patrol, and this was merely a photo opportunity for a TV news piece. 
 
Unfortunately this seems to be the way things work these days. Little in the way of preventing 
crime, but a huge turnout of emergency services personnel when things get out of hand. Of 
course, things will get out of hand if low-level crimes such as drunkenness, littering and anti-
social behaviour are largely ignored, not to mention how these things affect the day-to-day 
quality of life for residents. And the five-minute ‘crackdowns’ are mainly window-dressing. 
 
We’re told crime is declining, which is fine, but does anyone really believe the statistics tell the 
whole story? In 2010 HM Inspector of Constabulary said that police in England largely ignored 
low-level anti-social behaviour and considered it “not real police work”. Does anyone really 
believe Dundee and indeed Scotland are hugely different? (Continued overleaf…) 



Accountability to councillors or cover-up? 
Police are supposedly accountable to councillors, but what does this mean?  The only real 
example I can recall is when a Coldside councillor challenged police use of a black puppy on 
an advert because this could offend religious beliefs. What about things like the drunkenness, 
littering and noise that most of us find offensive but is largely ignored? And incredibly Tayside 
Police are now told that they can’t use words like “lady” and “ethnic minority”. 
 
Indeed, while Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill mentions the crime figures when it suits, it 
should be recalled that five years ago he said that the idea of police solely focused on 
protecting the public from criminals is over. But at least Mr MacAskill got it right when he 
claimed: “There is an awful lot of folk being invited in by the Chief Constable for a nice cup of 
tea and they rubber-stamp this and sign it off then they are out the door again." 
 
So other than press articles quoting councillors as regards how awful the latest reported crime 
is, it’s difficult to work out the point of it all. For example, in 2005 one councillor said of the 
police response to prostitution and kerb-crawling in Stobswell: “They have been magnificent 
and seem to have everything under control." But a couple of years later a newspaper reported 
a “vice explosion” in the area, and even if that exaggerated the situation the regular reports in 
the local press to this day demonstrates the dangerously complacent attitude of councillors. 
 
Shifting the blame 
Rather than face the facts they often accuse you of scaremongering or “talking Dundee 
down”. But this seems more about protecting their own image than addressing the problems. 
Of course, most people in Coldside are generally safe, but councillors should at least spare a 
thought for those who aren’t quite so lucky. Hiding the truth only allows things to get worse. 
 
Councillors making binge-drinking worse 
Similarly, rather than taking on drunks and irresponsible pub and club landlords, the best the 
politicians can come up with is minimum pricing for alcohol, which the figures suggest will 
make little difference. And the Scottish Parliament has wasted years passing laws requiring 
little more than more form-filling. Councillors have even been making the problems worse by 
extending opening hours. Did we really need an all-night drinking venue opening a couple of 
years ago in Dundee, and where I’ve seen queues waiting to get in at approaching 4am? 
 
Of course, drunken and anti-social behaviour is simply an accepted fact at many events like 
rock festivals. An overseas visitor complained of “offensive” and “disturbing” behaviour at one 
such gathering, and that it was turned into a “toilet” and a “sea of trash”. However, the powers 
that be praise the “exemplary” behaviour at these events unless serious crimes are 
committed, but they don’t have to actually live in residential areas blighted by such attitudes. 
 
No gimmicks, flashy photos or soundbites, just the facts and some common sense 
Coldside has nothing to lose by electing one independent councillor of four in total. Labour 
and the SNP will get at least one councillor anyway, and the other parties have little chance. 
 

There are two Independents standing, so please remember my name! 
I will be second from bottom on the ballot paper – rank me number 1 
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